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under whom he began his education. In fact,
what earnestness there was in the convents
must have largely taken the form of inward
revolt before the Dissolution, and there is no
reason to doubt that a multitude of the less
earnest were quite willing, when the suppres-
sion came, to take ijieir pension and be free.
There was, however, one small and austere
Order, that of the Carthusians, which, when
the time of trial came, was unanimously
ready to suffer rather than deny its allegiance
to Rome.

The friars were in even a worse case than
the monks. Their need of money demoralised
them, and there is no reason to doubt that
Chaucer's picture of the wandering " lymy-
tours" does them substantial justice. It
must be at any time difficult for a professional
collector, whose success is inevitably measured
in terms of money, to preserve delicacy of
feeling; it is no wonder that in a coarse and
credulous age impudence and imposture were
prevaleift in the class, which in its turn infected
the remainder of the Order. But here again
there was one small body resolved at any cost
to be true to its convictions. The Franciscans,
the most enthusiastic and sometimes the
least balanced of the Mendicants, were early
divided between those who observed and